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SNIA Shared Storage Model
Printing/Color Guide

Printing the SNIA SSM
• on the print menu, select “color/grayscale = color” (even to a black 

and white printer)

Content of this document:
• a guide to the graphical conventions used in the SNIA Shared 

Storage Model.
• a table with a row for each graphical item used in the shared 

storage model.
• the item type, a color specification (formats: CMYK and RGB (this 

only works on Windows)), a graphical specification, and a sample
‘swatch’.

To use an item:
• select it, and copy it into your presentation
• resize and  edit text as appropriate.

Authors:
• john wilkes (HP)
• Susan Radesky (Market Partners)
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drop shadow 40% blackblackR: 220
G: 220
B: 220

C: 0  M: 0 
Y:  0  K: 14

File/record 
backdrop

n/an/aR: 255
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0      M: 100
Y: 100  K: 0

Data path 
arrows

drop shadow 40% blackblackR: 181
G: 181
B: 255

C: 29  M: 29
Y: 0    K: 0

Block layer 
backdrop

black outlinen/aR: 220
G: 220
B: 220

C: 0  M: 0
Y: 0  K: 14

Block vector

black outline, drop 
shadow 40% black

whiteR: 181
G: 181
B: 255

C: 29  M: 29
Y: 0    K: 0

Block 
aggregation 
box

Additional properties
Text 
color

RGB (red 
green blue)

CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, 
black)

black outline, drop 
shadow 40% black

whiteR: 128
G: 128
B: 128

C: 0  M: 0
Y: 0  B: 50

DBMS + file 
system boxes

diagonal lines coming 
down from right to left, 
3D

blackR: 102
G: 255
B: 51

C: 60  M: 0
Y: 80  K: 0

File system 
metadata 
appliance

triangle in host boxn/aR: 0
G: 255
B: 0

C: 100  M: 0
Y: 100  K: 0

File system in 
host

3DwhiteR: 102
G: 255
B: 51

C: 60  M: 0
Y: 80  K: 0

File system 
box

3DwhiteR: 0
G: 0
B: 204

C: 80  M: 80
Y: 0  K: 20

Host box

black outlineblackR: 0
G: 204
B: 153

C: 80  M: 0
Y: 20  K: 20

Application 
rectangle

Sample

Graphical renditionColor specification

SNIA SSM 
element
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hole is either white or 
transparent with no 
outline

n/aR: 255
G: 255
B: 255

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 0

SN “hole”

diagonal lines coming 
down from right to left, 
3D

blackR: 102
G: 204
B: 255

C: 60
M: 20
Y:  0
K: 0

SN metadata 
appliance

cloud is white with no 
outline

blackR: 255
G: 255
B: 255

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 0

WAN cloud

blackR: 255
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0
M: 100
Y: 100
K: 0

WAN link

white box with 3 pt. 
outline that is  14% 
black, drop shadow

14% 
black

R: 220
G: 220
B: 220

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 14

Storage 
domain 
backdrop

Additional properties
Text 
color

RGB (red 
green blue)

CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, 
black)

3DwhiteR: 102
G: 204
B: 255

C: 60
M: 20
Y:  0
K: 0

SN appliance

n/an/aR: 0
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 100

Network links

blackR: 102
G: 204
B: 255

C: 60
M: 20
Y:  0  K: 0

Storage 
network (SN)  
cloud and LAN

whiteR: 255
G: 153
B: 51

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
B: 0

Device block 
aggregation

blackR: 0
G: 255 
B: 255

C: 100
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 0

Network block 
aggregation

whiteR: 51
G: 51
B: 255

C: 80
M: 80
Y: 0  K: 0

Host block 
aggregation

Sample

Graphical renditionColor specification

SNIA SSM 
element
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black outlinen/aR: 151
G: 151
B: 151

C: 0
M: 0
Y:  0
K: 41

Tape layout: 
extent

white, black outline, 
drop shadow

blackR: 255
G: 255
B: 255

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 0

Annotation 
boxes

white, red outline, drop 
shadow

blackR: 255
G: 255
B: 255

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 0

Highlighted 
annotation 
boxes

black outlineblackR: 255
G: 255
B: 0

C: 0
M:  0
Y: 100
K:  0

Cache 
hexagons

semi-transparent (50% 
screen), black outline

whiteR: 255
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0
M: 100
Y:  100
K: 0

Cluster 
software

black outlinen/aR: 204
G: 0
B: 204

C: 0
M:  80
Y: 0
K:  20

Tape layout: 
header

Additional properties
Text 
color

RGB (red 
green blue)

CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, 
black)

3D cylinders, black 
outline

n/aR: 255
G: 153
B: 51

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
B: 0

Innards of 
storage 
devices

3DwhiteR: 255
G: 153
B: 51

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
B: 0

Storage 
devices

black outline, drop 
shadow

whiteR: 255
G: 153
B: 51

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
B: 0

Storage 
devices box

gradates to white in 
center, black outline

blackR: 0
G: 255
B: 255

C: 100
M: 0
Y:  0
K: 0

Individual 
services 
rectangles

gradates to white in 
center, black outline

blackR: 102
G: 204
B: 255

C: 60
M: 20
Y:  0
K: 0

Large services 
rectangle

Host-block 
aggregation

40% 
black, 
italic

R: 153
G: 153
B: 153

C: 0
M: 0
Y:  0
K: 40

Aggregation-
layer names

Sample

Graphical renditionColor specification

SNIA SSM 
element
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dotted arrown/aR: 255
G: 51
B: 204

C: 0
M: 80
Y: 20
K: 0

Tape control 
traffic

grey arrown/aR: 128
G: 128
B: 128

C: 0
M:  0
Y:  0
K: 50

Tape 
movement 
arrow

drop shadowblackR: 255
G: 255
B: 102

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 60
K: 0

Tape layer 
backdrop

drop shadow, black 
outline

blackR: 255
G: 255
B: 102

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 60
K: 0

Extent 
aggregation

black outline, drop 
shadow

whiteR: 255
G: 153
B: 51

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
B: 0

Tape devices

black outlinewhiteR: 204
G: 102
B: 0

C: 0
M: 40
Y: 80
K: 20

Tape media

red arrown/aR: 255
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0
M: 100
Y: 100
K: 0

Tape 
movement 
arrow

Additional properties
Text 
color

RGB (red 
green blue)

CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, 
black)

black outline, drop 
shadow 40% black

whiteR: 128
G: 128
B: 128

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
B: 50

Tape-format 
system

semi-transparent (50% 
screen), black outline

blackR: 102
G: 255
B: 102

C: 60
M: 0
Y: 60
K: 0

Tape appl’n/ 
backup 
software

black outlinen/aR: 0
G: 0
B: 204

C: 80
M:  80
Y: 0
K: 20

Tape layout: 
arbitrary 
separator

black outline, drop 
shadow

blackR: 255
G: 255
B: 0

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 100
K: 0

Tape layout: 
image

black outlinen/aR: 204
G: 0
B: 0

C: 0
M: 80
Y: 80
K: 20

Tape layout: 
extent  
separator

Sample

Graphical renditionColor specification

SNIA SSM 
element


